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of the loan funds are for facilities that
have a useful life of 33 years or longer,
or a schedule showing the costs and
useful life of those facilities with a use-
ful life of less than 33 years. The useful
lives proposed by the borrower for the
facilities financed must be consistent
with the borrower’s proposed deprecia-
tion rates for these facilities. In states
where the borrower must obtain state
regulatory authority approval of depre-
ciation rates for rate making purposes,
the depreciation rates used for the pur-
poses of this paragraph shall be the
rates currently approved by the state
authority or rates for which the bor-
rower plans to seek state authority ap-
proval, provided that these rates are
deemed appropriate by RUS. In other
states, if the rates proposed by the bor-
rower are not deemed appropriate by
RUS, RUS will base expected useful life
on the depreciation rates listed in Bul-
letin 183–1, or its successor, revising
such rates as necessary to reflect cur-
rent industry practice (for availability
of bulletins, see § 1710.5.). Final matu-
rities for loans for the implementation
of programs for demand side manage-
ment and energy resource conservation
and on and off grid renewable energy
sources not owned by the borrower will
be determined by RUS. Due to the un-
certainty of predictions over an ex-
tended period of time, RUS may add up
to 2 years to the composite average
useful life of the facilities in order to
determine final maturity.

(c) [Reserved]
(d) The Administrator may approve a

repayment period longer than the ex-
pected useful life of the facilities fi-
nanced, up to 35 years, if a longer final
maturity is required to ensure repay-
ment of the loan and loan security is
adequate.

(e) The final maturity of a loan es-
tablished pursuant to the provisions of
this section shall not be extended as a
result of extending loan payments
under section 12(a) of the RE Act.

[58 FR 66265, Dec. 20, 1993, as amended at 60
FR 3731, Jan. 19, 1995]

§ 1710.116 [Reserved]

§ 1710.117 Environmental consider-
ations.

Borrowers are required to comply
with 7 CFR part 1794, which sets forth
applicable requirements of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); the Council on Environmental
Quality Regulations for Implementing
the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40
CFR parts 1500–1508); and certain other
statutes, regulations and orders. Bor-
rowers must also comply with any
other applicable Federal or state envi-
ronmental laws and regulations.

§ 1710.118 [Reserved]

§ 1710.119 Loan processing priorities.

(a) Generally loans are processed in
chronological order based on the date
the complete application is received in
the Regional office.

(b) The Administrator may give pri-
ority to processing loans that are re-
quired to meet the following needs:

(1) To restore electric service fol-
lowing a major storm or other catas-
trophe;

(2) To bring existing electric facili-
ties into compliance with any environ-
mental requirements imposed by Fed-
eral or state law that were not in effect
at the time the facilities were origi-
nally constructed;

(3) To finance the capital needs of
borrowers that are the result of a
merger, consolidation, or a transfer of
a system substantially in its entirety,
provided that the merger, consolida-
tion, or transfer has either been ap-
proved by RUS or does not need RUS
approval pursuant to the borrower’s
loan documents (See 7 CFR 1717.154); or

(4) To correct serious safety prob-
lems, other than those resulting from
borrower mismanagement or neg-
ligence.

(c) The Administrator may also
change the normal order of processing
loan applications when it is necessary
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